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Presidents Corner - Chuck Prettyman 

I f we look at the good news and the bad news for the past few 
weeks, the bad news is not so bad and the good news is... good. 
The bad news is Andy Konsewicz took a spill but his foot and an-
kle are not broken. John Lunde and the Rolling Thunder had a ter-
rible day for the Rolling Thunder Ride; it rained all day. Bill Ryan's 
pick up ride to Champaign, IL. encountered some lousy traffic. It 
was cold early in the AM for the Sunrise Ride and the turnout for 
the G.R.A.S.S. Class was down. 
However, the good news is that Andy rode the Saddle-Sore 500 
anyway, Rolling Thunder still made some money for the Vets and 
the food and music were both great. Bill Ryan, Chris Barry and 
I had some laughs and spent all day in the saddle to and from 
Champaign. The sunrise was beautiful, over 20 Top Cats showed 
up, and breakfast was a lot of conversation and laughs. Thinking 
we were late, Maureen and I went straight to the Lake Michigan 
shores in Lake Forest, shot over to the next beach, went to the 
designated breakfast meeting at exactly 6:30 and realized we 
were ahead of the group by 15 minutes. More good news was that 
12 ABATE members attended the G.R.A.S.S. Class and were very 
complimentary. 
Mark Heller led a contingent of Top Cats on a ride ending at the 
soon to be famous Pepper Family Accessible Treehouse spon-
sored by NISRA. A ride first, then work on the Treehouse, have 
lunch supplied by Brian Shahinian, and head home in time for 
cocktails. What a day! It was a unique experience riding and work-
ing together with a dozen or more Cats. Everyone pitching in, pair-
ing up to carry wood or helping each other drive nails to support 
braces for the floor joists. It was a day we rode, worked, laughed 
at each other, and shared the pride that came with the effort for a 
worthwhile cause. Of course, the downside was that Mark Heller 
brought a young, eager friend that worked like a nut and put pres-
sure on us old dudes to try and keep up. (We didn't...Couldn't). 
And Dan Strickler invited a dozen National Honor Society students 
to work, so we (read that I) made every effort not to appear dumb. 
All in all the season has started well for us and appears to be an-
other year of good times, safe rides, and great company. Thanks, 

Upcoming Events 

Tues, June 6 
7:30 PM 
General Meeting 
Durty Nellies 

Tues, June 13 
7:30 PM 
Board Meeting 
Durty Nellies 

Sun, June 25 
GRASS Class 
8:30AM 
Connies Clubhouse 
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Bikers Who Mean Business 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with 
similar interests. Members consist of responsible Leaders, 
Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Proprietors, Partners, Principals 
and CEO's and other "Top Cats" from large, medium and small 
organizations, institututions and companies. The content and 
opinions expressed in these articles are those of the authors 
and not necessarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

Hot Line: 847-622-3501 
www.TopCats.org  

 

    

Top Cats Mission Statement 
Top Cats of Illinois is a forum for the exchange of ideas that affect motorcyclists; fostering member 
development through networking, business, educational and social opportunities; and acts as a mo-
torcyclists' rights and interests advocate. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
President Chuck Prettyman topcats2003@aol.com  847-854-5929 
Vice-President Gary Brandt cgb002@comcastnet 847-546-9771 
Treasurer Carl Marcyan cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  312-218-5560 
Secretary Keith Zawila keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  847-970-9026 
Past President Jim Heniff jheniff@mailstation.com  847-381-5357 
Director Lynn Adams adams2144@comcast.net  847-657-9363 
Director Don Schaffer numbersman@cjbs.com  847-564-1489 
Director Windy Krepel bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  815-459-9345 
Director Tom Malia tmalia@cfalp.com  847-381-6511 

COMMITTEE LEADERS 
Activities Karlene Swearingen karlene@inetguys.com  847-756-3980 
Advertising Carl Marcyan cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  312-218-5560 
Membership Bob Carmody bcarmody@email.com  312-642-9143 
Charity Ride Tom Malia tmalia@cfalp.com  847-381-6511 
Products Janet Riddick jriddick@wickes.com  847-548-8447 
Communications Don Schaffer numbersman@cjbs.com  847-564-1489 
ROAR Publication John LaMonica JohniaMonica@rotary.org  847 566 6561 
Web Site Coordinator Kar & Scott Swearingen karlene@inetguys.com  847-756-3980 
Safety Chairman Wayne Kirkpatrick wkirkpa177@aol.com  847 854-4137 
Sgt. at Arms Bill Ryan ryanbuildr@aol.com  847-524-1044 
Awards Committee Mark & Lisa Sullivan marksulliy@aol.com  847-516-8682 
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Presidents Corner 
Continued 

June marks the half way into 2006 and the heart 
of the riding season. We have had some new 
experiences; helping building a Pepper Family 
Accessible Treehouse and an old favorite, riding 
to meet the sun. The same people who usually 
step up have, and a few new faces are threaten-
ing to plan a route and lead a ride. Thank you to 
Bill, Larry, Mark and Tom for some good rides. 
Our brothers in Rolling Thunder put on a great 
day despite all rain, all day. 

It is also half way into the full year of the new ad-
ministration and it's time to do a self-evaluation. 
Perhaps it's time to tighten up the meeting sched-
ule; starting on time and finishing before 9:00 is a 
goal. We can use some help. Members who bring 
guests should warn them they will be introduced 
and asked to make a comment about themselves 
and their respective "rides." The board members 
have already been briefed to have all their ducks 
in a row and all that's left is cleaning up my act. It 
has been a treat to hear the members speak up 
about where they have enjoyed riding and where 
they would like to go for a new adventure or to re-
peat a route. Nevertheless, we have to be mindful 
of those who feel the meetings take too long and 
have expressed that concern. 

With all that said, we are probably going to have 
egg on our face because the June meeting is the 
kick-off for the ANNUAL CHARITY RIDE and will 
probably be a very busy night. This is the only 
club sponsored event that all the membership is 
requested to participate. In September, we plan 
a ride, invite any and every person who we can 
entice to pay us for a good route, led by an ex-
perienced leader, some good food, and music. 
This year we will include a tour of the famous 
VOLO Auto Museum at the end of the ride. IN 
ADDITION, it will start at the soon to be famous 
Pepper Family Accessible TREEHOUSE that 
Top Cats spent a day helping to build. There 
are months more work, and a half million dollars 
invested in the only structure of its kind in the 
Midwest. You should see it and promote it. It's 
quite impressive. 

All the members who enjoy leadership status as 
officers, Road Captain, Committee Chairs and 
Committee Members are expected to participate 
in the execution of the Annual ride on September 
10 as well as in the promotion of the event. Too 
often, we have experienced members who are 
indifferent to the one event that we open to the 
public and label TOP CATS. Plan now to keep 
yourself available for September 10 and share in 
the credit for its success. 

Look for the information Bob Carmody will be 
distributing about Top Cats next television ap-
pearance. We say next, because we have been 
there and done that on Channel 5 when we were 
recognized for our safe riding and organization 
skills under Wayne Kirkpatrick . This time Top 
Cats will be the escorts for a couple of custom 
choppers going to be judged in Laconia. Monday, 
June 12 is the date you should play hookey and 
join the show. (You can be an escort for 1 mile or 
all the way) 

Thanks to all the board members and all the com-
mittee chairpersons for the planning and effort to 
kick start our riding calendar and social events. 

Proud to be a Top Cat, 

Chuck 

Telephone: (847) 229-9338 	Bryant Schroeder 
Fax: (847) 465-1180 

-ze-sZuCs.CLIZrn:1- 
PERFORMANCE 

Snowmobiles • Motorcross • Personal Watercraft • AN 
Harley-Davidson 

High Performance Engines • Dyno Testing 
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"On the 
for all your 

insurance n Riot  
Agency, Inc, 

Randy S. Braun 

arget 
2145 Meacham Rd. 
P.Anine, Illinois 60067 

Our preferred clients are Business owners. Executives and 
Motorcyclists who know we'd rather work for a client than 
search for one. That's why our clients so often recommend us 
to others. Ask around. Ask an RB Target client about the RB 
Target Insurance Agency. 

Satisfied client 
referrals have been 

building our 
business for over 

23 years! 

Vice Presidents Forum 
Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats 

As our riding season gets into full swing, once 
again it looks like the Top Cats will enjoy another 
season of great ride opportunities. While we still 
have a few key dates to fill with leaders, the cal-
endar looks solid. There is a diverse selection of 
ride types that should give all Top Cats something 
that fits their taste. 

With the years planning almost behind us we 
can turn our attention to other topics. Your Board 
needs to hear from you. What do you like, dislike, 
suggestions for improvement etc. Some of you 
have spoke up during our general meetings with 
questions and concerns. Thanks. To those who 
feel more comfortable speaking one on one, feel 
free to approach me or any of the current board 
members. The board, which you put into place is 
very open minded and wants to hear from you. 
We represent you! Thankfully we have many 
resources available to us, mainly the advice and 
experience of our previous leaders and long time 
club members. But hearing feedback from ev-
eryone, even our newest members is the key to 
our future success. Sometimes you can't see the 
forest for the trees. 

How about that sunrise ride. For a change we ac-
tually had some acceptable weather. Tom Malia 
did another great job of leading us through the 
city after seeing the sunrise from the Lake For-
est lakefront. There is something about cruising 
down Lake Shore Drive on a motorcycle from the 
north, on a sunny spring day, which makes one 
appreciate our hobby. 

While riding home from work a few weeks ago, 
a fellow rider drove at a high rate of speed along 
the shoulder for blocks to avoid a traffic backup. 
He clearly inspired the car drivers around him 
to do their best to stop him from getting back 
into the line of traffic. Its riders like this, with no 
respect for the law, which gives our sport a bad 
name to some people. I was actually hoping for 
a cop to be sitting at the light to nail him, but no 

such luck. I am glad that we promote safe driving. 
It's too bad there are some rotten eggs out there. 

Is your email working correctly? As a club we 
rely on four forms of communication. They are 
the web site, ROAR, our general meetings and 
emails. Emails give us the best real time updates 
available. You should be getting several emails a 
week regarding meeting notices and ride informa-
tion. In may alone you should have received 5 
to 10 depending on your involvement in some of 
the activities. If you didn't get any, then there is 
a problem. Please let the Activities team know if 
they need to check your email address. 
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Where's Larry? 
Top Cats's version of Where's Waldo 

What happens when you turn someone loose 
to ride in a month that has never before been a 
riding month for that person? Isn't it funny how 
work and family have a way of crowding out rid-
ing time? Well, when that person happens to love 
long distance (LD) motorcycle riding, beware, 
because this could happen to you! 

Over the past year I managed to schedule myself 
for 4 Iron Butt Association (IBA) certified (maybe 
that's certifiable) rides. Because of work and fam-
ily I decided to pack a season's worth of riding 
into just one month - May. I leave for Texarkana, 
Texas on Friday, May 5th. If you'd like to follow 
my progress make sure you read the end of this 
note. 

On May 8th I get to join 62 other registered 
riders, all participating in an IBA inaugural ride 
- The Ride Around Texas (RAT) - 3115 miles in 
70 hours or less. Based on the planning that I've 
done, I believe this will be the toughest ride that 
I've ever attempted. Two lane highways and 18 
checkpoints that trace the border of the state 
make it a very challenging ride. Oh did I men-
tion the ferry ride across Galveston Bay? On my 
first pass through the planning process, I calcu-
lated the ride and rest times at 78 hours. As of 
last night, I think I can shave six hours off of that 
if I can keep my average speed up. Sometime 
between now and then I've still got to shave at 
least another two hours from a very tight sched-
ule. Finishing the ride in under 70 hours gets one 
the Insanity Gold certificate. If you do the miles 
in less than 85 hours you qualify for the Insanity 
award. Some would say I qualify for an insanity 
award just for trying this. 

After a day of maintenance and a new set of tires 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, I start another IBA ride 
called The 48 Plus. http://www.ironbutt.com/ride-
certs/getdocument.cfm?DocID=14  I've thought 
about doing this ride ever since I read about Ron 
Ayers record setting attempt. This ride is a tough 
one, but compared to the RAT it seems doable. 

The name of the ride refers to the fact that I need 
to get gas receipts from all 48 continental states 
plus one last one in Hyder, Alaska. All of this has 
to be completed in 10 days or less. I'll be using 
a route based on the Motorcycle Tourers Forum 
group 48 Plus ride from last year. Check out 
the base route here. http://www.mctourer.com/ 
rides/2005 48Plus/Idabell.html 

Next I get to spend a few days in the Hyder area 
and ride some of those awesome British Colum-
bia back roads! Ron Ayers, a long distance God, 
hosts the annual Hyder Seek on May 26 and 27. 
You can read all about the event at this web site. 
Take a look at the folks registered. You just might 
see a few names that you know. http://www. 
ronayres.com/hyder_seek.htm  

Since I'm in Hyder, there's an IBA ride called the 
Hyder to Hyder 2.4 Ride. It's listed on the IBA 
certified ride finishers list. http://www.ironbutt. 
com/rides/rideslogin.cfm  Do you get the impres-
sion that I spend way too much time thinking 
about long distance riding adventures? To com-
plete this ride you have 2.4 days (that's 2 days 
9 hours and 36 minutes) to ride the 2543 miles 
from Hyder, Alaska to Hyder, Arizona. 

Then it's time to head home. Last year when I 
competed in the Tinbuttu Rally, I tried to fold an 
IBA SaddleSore 2000 into the ride. Even though 
my odometer read 2036 miles, the map software 
that the IBA uses held me a few miles short. 
Typically you should plan in a five to ten percent 
mileage fudge factor, just to make sure you get 
enough miles for any certified ride attempt. For 
a SS2000, you really need to ride 2100 to 2200 
miles. I thought I'd include that IBA ride, too. 
Nothing like a long distance rider scorned. 

I'll have my fingers crossed the entire month. 
Last year I was only one for four on my IBA at-
tempts. Of the three failures, one was stopped by 
a mechanical problem (final drive bearing), one 
failed due to poor planning, and one was weather 
impeded. In my previous IBA rides, I was eight for 
eight. Oh well, life's all about averages. 

As promised if you want to follow my ride. Go to 
the Star-Traxx web site. https://star-traxx.com/ 
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Log on as friends. The password is june2005. 
Pick recent positions from the list on the right. 
Then punch in the dates you want to see. You'll 
get a track with latitudes and longitudes. In the 
US there's a database that will show the nearest 
city. Look at reports and you can see other infor-
mation. Note that speeds are calculated as the 
crow flies. If you haven't looked at this site be-
fore, explore it. The GPS transponder allows any-
one to track you and that's a good thing, because 
if you're moving, your loved ones can relax. 

Well that's how you play Where's Larry. Game 
starts May 5th and ends June 2nd. See you all at 
the June meeting. 

Commercial • Industrial • Residential 
PAY ONCE FOR QUALITY 

Through rain, sleet, heat, snow and hail a new 
Prate Roof will prevail. Let us help you protect one of your 

most prized possessions. To schedule a FREE estimate call 

847.526-6402 

10% discount on any sold work when you mention you 
are a "TOP CAT" member. 

Expert Installations • Quality Materials • Dependable Service 

General Meeting Minutes 
Top Cats Meeting Minutes May 2, 2006 

The meeting was called to order by President 
Chuck Prettyman at 7:30 p.m. 
Guests were asked to introduce themselves and 
included Jay Rosenblun and his wife Toby, Jodii 
Zimmerman, Norma , Maryann Bendd, John 
and Terry Garramone . 
Bob Carmody from Membership reported that we 
are trying something new with the sponsors. We 
would like to have them attend or call into the 
Board Meeting to provide. Bob then explained the 
next board meeting will be held here at Durty Nel-
lies in the basement and will begin at 7:30 pm. 
Bob also announced that t-shirts from last years 
charity ride will be available for auction later this 
evening. 
Bob also explained that membership has the 
responsibility for Top Cats products (logo and 
label) if anyone would like the logo embroidered 
on anything please let membership know. 
Gary Brandt reported for Activities and ROAR- he 
reported on a problem with ROAR and that it will 
be delayed but they are working to correct the 
problem. 
Gary reported that Activities for May are in 
ROAR, and that there are 4 events in May, as 
well as June. 
There are still a lot of openings on the calendar. 
There are 17 confirmed (with captains) rides and 
20 when we include rides that will go no matter 
such as progressive dinner ride. 
There are 5 more dates open that activities would 
like to get a ride scheduled. 
There are 3 rides that need Road Captains 
1. NISRA Fishing Classic 
2. Progressive Dinner Ride 
3. Sunset Ride 
If there is anyone interest please see Gary. 
For May 
Greg Smith reported on the NISRA Treehouse 
Ride- starting point and they will arrive at the Tree 
House around 11:00am. NISRA will feed the Top 
Cats around 12-1:30pm 
Question was brought by Terry Kumro about if 
people should bring cordless tools. It was yes for 
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those who have them, but also to make sure that 
everyone brings gloves. 
Gary Brandt reiterated the importance of 
RSVPing to rides so that an accurate count can 
be obtained. 
Tom Malia reported on the Details of the Sunrise 
ride on May 7th. Meeting at the Mobile station 
at route 12 and Ela at 4:45am arrive for sunrise 
in Lake Forrest at 5:40am. The ride will not go if 
weather is bad. Anyone should call the hotline to 
check. 
Gary asked for RSVP by tomorrow. 
Gary Brandt reported on the Padre Ride. 
Pam Cumpata reported on the Little Angels ride 
the 21st of May. Starting point at Caribou Coffee 
House in Lake in the Hills. And from there over to 
Woodstock. Last year was the 3rd year in a row 
that Top Cats was the largest recorded group to 
attend. She asked for participation again. She 
has sign up material. A statement was made that 
Ken Glassman had mentioned that the Elgin Area 
Owners (EAO) board doesn't support our Char-
ity Ride Paul Mackowick, a member of the Top 
Cats and Elgin Area Owners (EAO) discussed 
that EAO has become concerned so they invited 
NISRA to attend a meeting next month. EAO 
wants to work the scheduling of ride dates out. 
Gary Brandt then reported on June events. 
NISRA Fishing Classic 
Gary Brant reported on the Peoria Ride 
Jim Heniff reported on the Dubuque ride. Amy 
and Bob Carmody will be heading an informal 
group out on Friday and invited anyone along 
with them. 
Carl Marycan reported on Little Sturgis starting 
point will be Egg Harbor in Barrington heading 
out to Davenport. Carl wanted everyone to say 
a Bon Voyage to Bard Boand who will be leaving 
on his Inner Mongolia motorcycle trip tomorrow. 
Terry Kumro reported on the Big Sturgis ride. 
Starting point will be D&J Bistro in Lake Zurich 
on Aug 2. Rooms at the Alex Johnson were still 
available. A lot of pins were also available (5 year 
10 year Sturgis pins). The annual banquet will be 
on Monday, Tuesday some people will be leav-
ing for Colorado. Terry also reported that HOG's 
open house will be on Sat. this year, anyone 
interested info is available on their web site. Terry 
asked everyone to get their reservations in they 
will be looking for head count next week. 

Don Shaeffer reported on Awards Banquet. 
Everyone should start planning to attend. He is 
looking for someone to take over the committee it 
would involve only about 10-20 hours. 
Windy Krepel reported on the Safety Committee 
in Keith Zawila's absence. 
She had Ric Case report on this Sundays 
GRASS class. Ric asked for a show of hands 
there was only 1. 
Windy then turned it over to John Lunde for a 
Senior Road Captains report and safety tip. 
John's safety tip was tire pressure and how 
things can affect tire pressure. Tires should 
be checked out of the sun when tires are cold. 
Check with manufacturers web site about psi and 
also good idea to check with mechanic. Everyone 
should invest in a good tire gage. 
John then explained our Road Captain and Se-
nior Road Captain qualifications and what consti-
tutes a ride. At this time there are 14 seniors and 
if anyone is planning a ride get a Senior to act as 
a mentor. 
A question was asked Randy Braun about do you 
really need to pre-ride? 
Comments were tossed about how some rides 
are too far away to pre-ride, rides that are closer 
to home personal experiences revealed about 
why pre-ride was important and how important it 
was to pre-ride at the same time of day. 
Bob commented on emails for rides the website 
and Roar have different info. 
Gary explained that emails do not go out for rides 
unless Road Captains ask for it. 
Windy Krepel gave her safety tip for the group 
about positioning oneself in the road- we ride in 
staggered formation and everyone is entitled to 
the whole lane. 
Tom Malia reported on the Long Distance Rides 
Mark Heller will be doing a post Little Sturgis ride 
to Branson. 
Tom Malia will be doing a post Big Sturgis ride 
leaving Tuesday for Colorado Ski Areas. 
Anyone who is interested contact Tom. 
Larry Scalzettis' Long Distance ride will be from 
Alaska to South America. 
Bard got up to give a few details of his China and 
Mongolia trip through World Tours. Anyone who 
wants to keep abreast of his progress go to www. 
globeriders.com  live journal. Bard will be return-
ing from his trip in August. Continued... 
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Rare Opportunity for every Top Cat 
on Monday, June 12, 2006 

Top Cats have been asked to be the local Motorcycle Escort for two world famous motorcycle builders 
as they are being filmed around Chicago for the Discovery Channel cable TV show, "Biker Build-Off'. 

The two builders are Billy Lane and Russell Mitchell. 

I will be coordinating our participation with the producers, directors and you. This is not intended to 
be a big ride day for us. It's a television filming day which means mostly waiting and then riding a 
little. Nevertheless it means some great laughs, some great exposure for Top Cats and a great op-
portunity for each of you to be involved with something very different from our normal crazy days. 

There may be an opportunity to ride with the builders from Chicago to Laconia, their final destination 
for this episode. At the Laconia show, the bikes will be displayed and voted by the shoe attendees as 
their choice for best bike. 

As details and options are firmed up, I'll let each of you that are interested know the news. 

So, who's ready to join me? Please remember, this is intended for Top Cats. I don't want to be re-
sponsible for a mob of folks that we don't know and haven't ridden with them. So, I'm not releasing 
any location info etc. until necessary. It's a great opportunity to participate have fun just for Top Cats. 
Let me know that you're interested ASAP. 

Bob Carmody 
Bcarmody@email.com  

Buy Raffle Tickets Online at TopCats.org  

10th Annual Top Cats/NISRA Charity Ride Raffle 
Benefiting Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association 

September 10, 2006 at Volo Auto Museum 

Grand Prize: 2007 Harley Davidson Road King Classic 
1st Prize: $1000 (one winner) 
2nd Prize: $500 (one winner) 
3rd Prize: $250 (one winner) 

Donation: $20 per ticket 
Winners need not be present 	Drawing - Day of Event 

Proceeds benefit NISRA Special Olympics Training Program 
Winner responsible for all licenses, taxes, delivery & title 

Because you can win a prize, the price of this ticket is not tax deductible 
For more info: www.topcats.org  
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General Meeting Minutes 
(Continued) 

Bard and Tom plan to do a world tour 2007 
through Indo China. 
The club wished Bard Bon Voyage. He will be 
missed in Sturgis. 
Tom Malia reported on the Charity Ride- he will 
be talking more about the Charity Ride next 
month. He informed the club that it will be about 
100 mile run starting at the Tree House and end 
at the Volo Museum. 
The Charity Committee needs lots of assistance. 
Thank you to Don Schaeffer for donating the 
$1,000.00 for ticket printing. Chuck reported that 
it was expected that everyone who has a rocker 
whether it be Road Captain or Senior Road Cap-
tain is expected to be there. 
Blue Knights Lambs Farm run will be June 25th 
starting at 9:30am. 
Raffle tickets are $20.00 a piece 
John Garramone announced the UIC Organ 
Donation run June 10th he has posters and flyers 
available. 
Peggy Strickler announced the AMA Women in 
Motorcycling Rally in Athens Georgia June 30th-
July 3. 
Bob Carmody announced June 12th Biker Build 
Off will be in Chicago anyone interested please 
contact him. 
Chuck put a question out to the membership 
where was the best place anyone had ridden. 
Various members recounted their best rides. 
Emil- 2 weeks ago at Chuck's house 
The Rolling Thunder ride 
Larry Scalzetti- Glacier National Park 
Jenny Ori Hwy 2 around Galcier National Park 
Dan Strickler- Spring Break Arkansas Route 7 Mt 
Kneebo 70 miles of twisties to Hot Springs. 
Jenny Ori- Run to the wall from California to DC-
Jenny will meet up with Rolling Thunder. She will 
be leaving May 16th and lead a group to Jesse 
Brown Medical Center. 
Carl Marcyn - Willow Springs route 83 south 
along Sag Canal. 
Chuck asked for questions for the Board. 
Dan Strickler explained the walk in process for 
MSF classes. 
Windy announced that she will be at CLC with  

Jerry Blum May 13th for ERC, Rick will be at 
Great Lakes Navel Base. 
Rick announced that there has been a lot of avail-
ability at Great Lakes for walk ins. 
Terry Kumro reported how much he learned doing 
the ERC. 
The Michigan State University classes at Wood-
stock Harley were mentioned. 
Dan Strickler reminded everyone about possible 
insurance discounts with an MSF completion 
card. 
50/50 raffle was won by guest Norma. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Please Note! 

Just a reminder: 
ALL photos, articles and ads 
must be in the hands of the 
ROAR editor no later than 
the 15th of every month! 

Please check TopCats.org  
classifieds section for your 
ad. It will be automatically 
deleted after 90 days unless 
you notify our webmaster 
- Axeman! It would be nice 
to see some new ads if you 
have something to sell. 

Tickets For the Charity ride will be available on-
line at TopCats.org  as well as Raffle Tickets! So 
if you need 'em you can get them 24/7. So start 
selling them through e-mails to all your friends 
and tell them to simply log onto the website and 
order online. 
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HSBC (formerly Household Finance). 

Please make a special effort to search out these 
new Top Cats (should new members be called 
"kittens" for a couple of weeks?) and make them 
feel at home with us. 

Membership 

THE HEART OF THE CAT 
I n this writing we'll be introducing 4 new mem-
bers and reintroducing TOP CATS Products. 

Hurray! We voted 4 new members into the club 
at the last board meeting. 

Top Cats Products available through your Mem-
bership Team: 

Top Cats Pins & Top Cats Patches 
John and Terry Garramone. They've been a rid-
ing team for a long time although Terry gave up 
riding for awhile while raising their family. John 
spends his non-riding time as an IT Specialist 
for IBM. But enough waiting. Terry has recently 
gotten back up behind John on his 2004 Harley 
Road King Classic. They've been looking for 
a club that actually did some riding. Meeting 
Emil Kornecki set them on the right path to Top 
Cats. Thanks Emil. As I write this, it is Mother's 
Day morning. I talked with John and Terry a few 
minutes ago. How touching is this? John and 
Terry just returned from their Mother's Day ride to 
Palatine Harley where John bought Terry a pair of 
riding gloves (20% off). These folks are going to 
fit right in. 

Jeff Butterfield. Jeff has been riding for a good 
long time too. He estimates that he's been on 
two wheels for 40 years. He's riding a Harley at 
this time. It's about time we got him into the club! 
When not riding John spends time as Vice Chair-
man of Cornerstone Bank in Palatine and in tons 
of charity and civic endeavors. I suspect that for 
those of us wanting a place to use our energy in 
a charitable way and haven't figured out how to 
get moving, a few minutes with Jeff would be very 
motivating. George and Pam Cumpata spon-
sored Jeff into Top Cats. Thanks to them. 

Jodii Zimmerman. A personal hurray from me 
about Jodii. There are way too few Top Cats 
that live in Chicago proper. Jodii lives just a few 
blocks south of me in downtown Chicago. Jodii 
has been riding for 8 years and is now atop a 
Harley Softtail. Jodii had a big handful of Top 
Cats vying to be her sponsor; Bill Wheelan won 
that job and represented her with great fanfare. 
When not riding, Jodii is a Senior Manager for 

And should you wish to have the official Top Cats 
logo embroidered on any of your clothing items 
(we will not embroider on your skin), we will be 
happy to get it done for you. Caryn Giroux is a 
masterful embroiderer and has all of our patterns. 
You need to simply get clean stuff to the Member-
ship Team and we'll get it back to you ASAP. 

Watch It!!! 
By Traveler 

I t's a hot, sunny day as you and your co-rider 
are blazing down the back roads soaking up 
sunshine and taking in the rural scenery as she 
says, with a degree of excitement in her voice, 
"Wow, look over there..." and points to a low fly-
ing hot-air balloon. "Cool" you reply as you focus 
on the balloon's canopy and try to make out the 
advertisement on it when...BAM!!! you're jolted 
out of the saddle, your co-rider is falling off the 
right side of the bike pulling it over as she goes 
down and you, bike, and co-rider are rapidly slid-
ing across the highway to the ditch on your left. 
Thoughts run through your mind at seemingly 
thousands of miles per hour as your left hip starts 
to burn from the pavement grinding away your 
skin and you become aware of the sparks fly- 
ing from your bike as it slides down the highway. 
Your final thought, as you come to rest in some 
weeds and stare at the sky, numb to the searing 
pain you'll soon feel, is..."What the...?" 

Got the picture? Well, gang, let me tell you ex-
actly "What the...?" just happened. Experienced 
riders know, and practice, clearing the highway 
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ahead before they look anywhere else. The rider 
above was momentarily distracted and did not 
clear the highway of possible hazards before he 
reacted to his co-rider's comment. The conse-
quences can be deadly if you don't see that piece 
of lumber or truck tire lying in the road or you 
miss that deer about to cross in front of you. 

Create the habit, practice the habit, and live by 
the habit of scanning the highway in front of you 
for hazards before you check your gauges, be-
fore you glance at scenery, before you check 
your mirrors, before you turn to talk to your co-rid-
er, and before you fiddle with any of those cockpit 
gadgets. 

Practice can help you minimize the amount of 
time that your eyes, and your attention, are off 
of the highway in front of you. Develop a sweep 
technique of your cockpit that first clears the high-
way for a minimum of 2 seconds distance, then 
glance at your left mirror, your critical gauges (oil 
pressure, engine temp, ammeter, fuel, etc.) your 
right mirror and back to the highway. 

Learn to operate all of your switches by feel and 
rote. This applies to dimmer switches, radio con-
trols, cruise controls, odometers, and all of those 
latest fad gizmos and gadgets that someone has 
decided would be great for a motorcycle. Don't 
look down at them when it isn't necessary. Watch 
an inexperienced rider. They will look down at 
their turn signal switch every time they turn it on 
like it moved somewhere else since the last time 
they used it. 

Be particularly cautious about the amount of time 
that your eyes are off of the road when you're 
fiddling with that GPS, iPod, XM radio, CD player, 
MP3, or radar detector. Again, clear the highway 
for 2 or 3 seconds and don't spend more than 2 
or 3 seconds fiddling. 

Co-riders also must be alert to, and refrain from, 
causing rider distractions by their comments, and 
gestures. They are an excellent resource in help-
ing the rider stay focused on the highway when 
they help navigate, answer cell phones, or simply 
smack the rider upside the head when their atten-
tion wanders off the highway. 

Confucious says: 

"People that don't help, 
don't help make things better" 
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Top Cats & NISRA 
10 YEARS OF MEMORIES 
By Sandra Vernon 

H ow do you begin to squeeze ten years of 
memories into a few paragraphs? Not sure but 
here are a few highlights I remember. 

First Fall Charity Ride — Our organization was 
small in 1996 but very enthusiastic about support-
ing our community thru riding. It was decided to 
have a ride and donate the proceeds. Northern 
Illinois Special Recreation Association and M.S. 
split the $6,000 we made that day. The money 
went to help buy a new van and our name "Top 
Cats Illinois" appeared on the van door. What a 
great beginning! 

Since that first ride, we have worked together to 
help send kids to camp and athletes to the Spe-
cial Olympics. In 1999, Top Cats attended the 
N.I.S.R.A. Awards Dinner where we applauded 
Sean who represented not only his home state 
but the United States at the International Spe-
cial Olympics that year in swimming. As he was 
thanking everyone that had donated toward his 
expenses for the trip, he stated that the only thing 
he didn't have was a new bathing suit. Well, we 
quickly took care of that problem. 
We have had picnics in the park where we 

cooked hot dogs and hamburgers and dished 
up the potato salad. Looking at the smiles as 
they sat on our bikes, you could only imagine 
their thoughts. One man, who was blind, sat on 
Ken Glassman's bike and softly touched each 
part, leaving his fingerprint on the mirror and our 
hearts. 

The following is the first paragraph of the Nomi-
nation Form that was sent into the Illinois Thera-
peutic Recreation Section of the Illinois Parks 
and Recreation Association on behalf of Top Cats 
Illinois by N.I.S.R.A. 

"Disguised behind black leather, tattoos and the 
intimidating roar of Harley Davidsons, are the big 
hearts and giving spirit of the Top Cats of Illinois. 
This motorcycle enthusiasts club has committed 
the last five years of its charitable efforts to make  

a difference in the lives of people with disabilities. 
Through their fundraising, the Top Cats have 
advanced the community based therapeutic rec-
reation services provided by the Northern Illinois 
Special Recreation Association. However, their 
support is not only in the form of money. The 
Top Cats' greatest support comes in the genuine 
concern for, and the personal contact with chil-
dren and adults with disabilities. They volunteer 
for N.I.S.R.A. programs, interact with N.I.S.RA. 
participants at an annual picnic and provide con-
tacts and resources to N.I.S.R.A. staff. The Top 
Cats Illinois, a motorcycle club with a passion for 
motorcycles and the open road, works to improve 
life for others and the public image of motorcycle 
clubs." 

We were honored to receive this award from the 
State of Illinois in 2001. 

As you can see, we have a rich tradition to 
uphold. This year our Charity Ride will be held 
on September 10th. Starting at the Tree House 
in Barrington and ending at Volo Auto Museum 
where we will raffle off a 2007 H-D Road King 
Classic as the Grand Prize. 

Get involved! See you there! 

Aithougt? appreciate that you love your 
bike. .rnarrying it is out of the question. 
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Innovation of the Month 

BECAUSE DECORATIVE HARDWARE is so common on motorcycles, and virtually mandatory on 
customs of all kinds, from cruisers to tricked-out sportbikes, the problem of protecting plated or paint-
ed fasteners from inadvertent tool damage can be a serious issue. 

However, MAC Tools has now produced a unique range of sockets to address this problem, 
and we think many of you will find them irresistible. Called, appropriately enough, Protective Sockets, 
the tools are based around a composite material called PPS which is formed into six-point hex 
inserts that are pressed into high-quality chromed tool-steel shells. Ideal to prevent scrapes or de-
formation of chromed, power-coated, anodized, cadmium-plated, black-oxide or phosphate-coated 
fasteners, your expensive hardware can now stay bright and attractive. 

Naturally, the PPS material has strength limits lower than tool steel and the protective sockets should 
not be used with impact wrenches. To make proper use easier, the maximum torque that can be used 
with each size is laser-etched on the side of the socket, together with the MAC Tools logo, part num-
ber and the size. We found the various torque limits perfectly appropriate for the size of 
the fasteners (i.e.: lOmm-20 lb./ft, 14mm-50 lb./ft., 17mm-90 lb./ft.), although we must admit, we've 
found some factory installed hardware torqued so 
tight that we'd need to resort to standard steel sockets to get them loose. 
The sets come in various sizes, and the most popular should be the 9-piece SAE set (3/8", 7/16", 
12", 916", 5/8", 11/16", 3/4", 7,8", 1516", SSPX96CR) which will cover most Harley applications (mi-
nus the metric V-Rod series) and the 12-piece Metric set (8mm-19mm, SSPX126MCR) for almost 
everything else. The metric sockets are all semi-deep-well types, which should work in all but the 
tightest spaces. Also, the inserts project slightly beyond the shells, to protect the surfaces below the 
flats from damage as well. They are also available for custom wheel nuts in two-piece sets: 3/4" and 
13/16" deep-well (SSPXD26CR) or 19mm and 21 mm deep-well (SSPXD26MCR) for $51.99 per set. 
Very attractive, they come with an attached socket holder and are much stronger than the plastic in-
serts we've tried (which drop into larger size sockets to make "soft jaws"). Although the sets are not 
cheap, neither is all that trick hardware you'd like to remain shiny and trick-looking. The 12-piece Met-
ric set sells for $228.95 but also carries a solid lifetime warranty. —Dave Searle 
MAC Tools—See your local MAC Tools distributor or call 
(800) MAC-Tools 
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tut LitOS 3111inai# X3131ir4 tirf Challenge RUN A  
2006  

• • 

WHEN: Sunday, June 25th, 2006 

WHERE:Start: LAMBS FARM - 14245 W Rockland Rd - Libertyville 
End: JESSE OAKS - 18490 W Old Gages Lake Rd - Gages Lake 

TIME: Registration Starts: 9:30 A.M. 
Bikes Out: 	 10:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. 
Last Bike In: 	2:30 P.M. 

FEE: $20.00 per bike & rider. 	$20.00 for each additional rider 
*Pre-registering will save you $5.00 per person* 

B 

w 

m 

■ • 
AMBS FARM 	 LAMBS FARM 
Join us fOR A 75 MitE pant RUN TIIROUCA NORTIRRN LAKE COUNTy, IWNOiS TO buwflr 11.AMbS FARM. 

COffEE ANd dOf■IUTS vat bE pRovidEd AT RE4STRATioN. BREAKFAST is AVAilAblE ON YOUR OWN. 
DIE EVENT INN CONCIUdE WITIt food, dooR mazes, RAFRE pRizEs ANd A 50/50 dRAuvir4q. 

Lambs Farm is a non-profit organization that empowers individuals with developmental disabilities to lead 
personally fulfilling lives. 

Pre-registration, Form 
$15.00 Registration Fee ($5.00 Discount) 

	
$15.00 Passenger Fee ($5.00 Discount) 

Name: 	  

Address: 	  City: 	  

State: 	Zip: 

 

Phone: 	 E-Mail: 

 

       

Number of participants: 	 Amount: $ 	 * Only 1 form per motorcycle 

Make check payable & send to: 

BLUE KNIGHTS IL XII, 100 S. Atkinson Rd, Unit 116 #259, Grayslake, IL, 60030 

Page 14 



Top Cats Sunrise Ride 
Full Color pictures are available for viewing at: 

TopCats.org  

NISRA Awards Banquet 
Special Olympics Award Winners 
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Date Ride/Event 	
.... 

Location Destination Time Leader 

Saturday, June 3 Peoria Overnight NW Corner Rt 14 & 176 Peoria, IL 8:30AM Brandt 

Tuesday, June 6 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Saturday, June10 Dubuque Ride TBD Dubuque, IA TBD Heniff 

Tuesday, June 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Friday, June 16  Little Sturgis TBD Davenport, IA TBD Glassman 

Sunday, June 25  GRASS Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Case 

Saturday, July 1 Muscle Car Mania TBD TBD TBD Scalzitti 

Saturday, July 8 New Glarus TBD New Glarus, 
WI 

TBD Schaefer 

Tuesday, July 11 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Saturday, July 15 Galena Overnight TBD TBD TBD Carmody 

Sunday, July 16 Ride for Kids Allstate, 51 W. Higgins Escorted Ride N/a N/a 

Tuesday, July 18 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30 PM Prettyman 

Sunday, July 23  Progressive Dinner Ride TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Sunday, July 30 GRASS Class Connies Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Case 

Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011 

Keith Zawila 
1605 York Court 
Mundelein, IL 60060 


